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Huddersfield Ben 

A dog known as Huddersfield Ben is universally acknowledged to be the foundation 
sire of the Yorkshire Terrier breed. He was born in 1865 in the town of Huddersfield, 
county of Yorkshire. The very public life of this dog, owned by M.A. Foster, did 
much to popularize the breed in England. Ben died in an accident at the age of six, but 
in his short life he won more than 70 prizes at dog shows and also demonstrated 
exceptional skill in ratting contests. Ben was a highly sought after stud dog because 
he was one of the first to consistently sire Yorkies true to type and under 5 pounds.  

 

 

In America 

The Yorkshire Terrier was introduced in the United States in 1872. The first Yorkie 
was registered with the American Kennel Club in 1878, making it one of the first 
twenty-five breeds to be approved for registration by the AKC. During the late 
Victorian era, the Yorkshire Terrier quickly became a popular pet, and as Americans 
embraced Victorian customs, so too did they embrace the Yorkshire Terrier. The 
breed’s popularity dipped in the 1940’s, when the percentage of small breed dogs 
registered fell to an all-time low of 18% of total registrations. Smoky, a Yorkie and 
famous war dog from World War II, is credited with beginning a renewal of interest 
in the then obscure Yorkshire Terrier breed. 

 

Today 

The Yorkshire Terrier dog owners known and love today is slightly smaller than the 
original breed, and is now considered more of a fashion accessory than a hunter or a 
way for people to control pests. The Yorkie loves to be pampered by their owner, yet 
he still enjoys activity and remains a terrier at heart. 

 


